
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
C

ertificate P
rogram

m
e   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

in Theological Studies 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2010-2011 

Venues and facilities 
Marlborough Road Methodist Church is close to the 
centre of St Albans, only five minutes’ walk from St Albans 
City Station. While attending the course students are able 
to park their cars without charge in the private car park of 
AECOM (Faber Maunsell), Marlborough House, Upper 
Marlborough Road. Some optional modules are taught in 
the Chapter House at St Albans Cathedral, which has 
limited free parking for students in Sumpter Yard. 
 

Both venues are fully accessible, but people with mobility 
impairment may need assistance from the cathedral staff in 
the Chapter House. There are kitchen and toilet facilities at 
both venues. 

Further information 
Our web site contains more information on all our courses, 
venues and teaching staff. Please go to 
 

www.christianstudies.org.uk 
for full details. We also welcome enquiries at: 
 
St Albans Centre for Christian Studies 
Sumpter Yard, St Albans, AL1 1BY 

01727 890205 
info@christianstudies.org.uk 
 
 

St Albans Centre for Christian Studies is an ecumenical 
centre for Christian learning and the adult education 
division of St Albans Cathedral Education Trust 
Registered Charity No. 299317 
 

A large print version of this 
leaflet is available on request. 

Modules offered in the academic year 2010-2011 
 
Module 1: Sources for Theology (The 
Bible) Tuesdays from 21 September 2010  
The content of this module is described above. 
Tutors: Canon Dennis Stamps, Canon Kevin Walton 
Venue: Marlborough Road Methodist Church 
Dates: Tuesdays 21 September to 7 December (no ses-
sions on 19 & 26 October), 
Time: 8.00 pm Cost: £150     Credits: 10 credits 
 
Module 2: Introduction to Christian Doctrine 
Tuesdays from 18 January 2011  
The content of this module is described above. 
Tutor: Iain Lane 
Venue: Marlborough Road Methodist Church 
Dates: Tuesdays 18 January 2011 to 29 March (no ses-
sion on 22 February) 
Time: 8.00 pm  Cost: £150     Credits: 10 credits 
 
Option: Great Themes in Christian Doctrine & Lit-
erature 
Wednesdays from 22 September 2010 
Participants will examine some of Christian theology’s 
important themes through the lenses of some key writers 
of literature in English. 
Tutor: Dr Dave Dickinson 
Venue: Marlborough Road Methodist Church 
Dates: Wednesdays 22 September to 1 December (no 
session on 27 October) 
Time: 8.00 pm Cost: £150     Credits: 10 credits 
 
Option: The World’s Great Religions: Ethics & Early 
Thought 
Wednesdays from 19 January 2011 
Focusing on Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity. 
and Islam. This course is an introduction to the founda-
tions of ethics and to some of the early intellectual 
thought in each of these religions. 
Tutor: Dr Karim Esmail, University of Cambridge 
Venue: The Education Centre, St Albans Abbey 
Dates: Wednesdays 19 January 30 March (no session on 
9 March, Ash Wednesday) 
Time: 8.00 pm Cost: £150     Credits: 10 credits 
 
 

Option: The Life & Teaching of St Paul 
Tuesdays from 18 January 2011 
A detailed study of the letters of Paul in the Bible, explor-
ing his life and theology. 
Tutor: Dr Dennis Stamps, 
Venue: The Chapter House, St Albans Abbey 
Dates: Tuesdays 18 January 2011 to 29 March (no ses-
sion on 22 February) 
Time: 8.00 pm  Cost: £150     Credits: 10 credits 



St. Albans Centre for Christian Studies 
 

Certificate in Theology 2010-11 
 

Enquiry & Registration Form 
 

Please send me further information on the 
following module(s): 
 

Name(s)……………………………………………........ 
………………………………………………………....... 
 

Address……………………………………………........ 
……………………………………………………......…. 
………………………………………………………....... 
………………………………………………………....... 
Post code……………………………………………...... 
 

Tel……………………………………………………..... 
 

Email………………………………………………....… 
 

Church attended (if any)……………………..….....… 
 

Core Module 1        
Sources for Theology (The Bible) 
Core Module 2        
Introduction to Christian Doctrine 
Optional Module        
Great Themes in Christian Doctrine & Literature 
Optional Module       
The life and teaching of St Paul 
Optional Module       
World’s Great Religions: Ethics & Early Thought 
 

Please register me as a StACCS student   
 
Please send me bursary scheme details   
 
PLEASE SEND NO PAYMENT TO StACCS 
The Secretary, St Albans Centre for Christian Studies 
Sumpter Yard, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 1BY 
 

Your details will not be disclosed to any third party. If you 
would prefer not to receive information about future events at 
the Study Centre, please tick this box  
 

St Albans Cathedral Education Trust is a registered charity no. 299317 

Certificate in Theology Programme 
 
StACCS developed the Certificate Programme in Theo-
logical Studies with Cambridge University Institute of 
Continuing Education. StACCS is a Local Centre for Cam-
bridge and is currently the only centre at which this certifi-
cate programme is taught. In order to gain the award 
from Cambridge, students are required to complete four 
core modules and two optional modules: a total of 60 
credits (CATS points at level 4). Each module is taught 
over 20 hours (normally ten evening sessions of two hours 
each) and students are required to submit a written as-
signment for each module. Students who do not wish to 
submit assignments and gain credit are equally welcome. 
 
Core Modules 
There are four core modules, of which we offer two each 
academic year. Core modules may be taken in any order. 
 
1: Sources for Theology (The Bible) 
Students are introduced to the structure, purpose and 
themes of the New Testament books. The module also 
introduces the Old Testament outlining the style, purpose 
and theologies of the books it contains. 
 
2: Introduction to Christian Doctrine Introduces stu-
dents to the Christian understanding of God, creation and 
humanity as they examine the classical Christian creeds. 
 
3: The Christian Understanding of Jesus 
A more detailed and historically focused survey of the way 
in which Christians have understood Jesus, covering issues 
such as the incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection. 
 
4: Being Christian Today 
Just over half the course introduces the study of Christian 
ethics. In the rest students explore questions around the 
areas of mission, vocation, worship and spirituality. 
 
Optional Modules 
Each year we offer at least two optional modules on a va-
riety of subjects under the general heading of theological 
studies. Modules may be offered in subjects such as 
Church history, faith and the arts, philosophy or psychol-
ogy of religion, and other world faiths. 
 

Who can enrol? 
The simple answer is anyone: no previous educational 
qualification or experience is required (courses are 
taught at first year undergraduate level, but we offer 
StACCS registered students support with written work 
and study skills). Some students on the course use it as 
part of their initial Reader training, some for continued 
development studies as local preachers, some to equip 
themselves for various roles within their local churches, 
but most use it simply as an opportunity to think system-
atically about what they believe as Christians in today’s 
world. It caters for all sorts! Students from other or no 
faith background are equally welcome. 
 
How do I enrol? 
For courses beginning from September 2010, students 
can only enrol directly with Cambridge and course fees 
must be paid to Cambridge directly, and in full, before 
the beginning of the course. StACCS can provide you 
with more information and an enrolment form, or you 
can enrol directly via the Institute of Continuing Educa-
tion’s web pages at www.ice.cam.ac.uk from early 
June 2010. 
 
Registering as a student with StACCS 
People interested in studying on the certificate pro-
gramme are invited to register with StACCS as a student. 
Although you can still take the courses without register-
ing, there are several important benefits: 
 

• We are able to offer qualifying students bursaries 
towards the cost of courses (please ask for more 
information); 

• registered students are enrolled as members of 
the Hudson Library (the Abbey’s theological lend-
ing library) free for the first year and at a substan-
tial discount in future years 

• registered students will be invited to attend a 
number of annual events in St Albans which are 
not open to the public, and to apply for places at 
some other events before public booking is open; 

• registered students have access to local support in 
the area of study skills and written work. 

 
Registration is free and you can register as a certificate 
student before enrolling on any of the courses. 
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